Synthesis of optically active dihydropyrans from asymmetric [4 + 2] cycloaddition of β,γ-unsaturated α-ketoesters with allenic esters.
β-Isocupreidine (β-ICD) catalyzed asymmetric [4 + 2] cycloaddition of β,γ-unsaturated α-ketoesters with allenic esters afforded ester-substituted functionalized dihydropyran derivatives in high yields along with high enantioselectivities under mild conditions.